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Ragazzi : Thank you. Yes, asking myself, “Why film?” I
would answer how it would be possible not to film. For
myself, this was something I learned since a very young age. It
was the work that was in my family, and still my family is a
family where filmmaking is present, so I was brought in this as
a sort of a craftsmanship. This is the job in my family, so even
if I tried at times thinking that I could do something else, I
always came back to filmmaking. Therefore, filmmaking is
part of my upbringing, my language, and my existence. Now, I
cannot imagine that I would be sitting here today if it was not
for that, so in a way, if I think about the trajectory that my life
has taken, thanks to filmmaking I am so glad and very happy

to be here.
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Film is always a collective enterprise. This means that I am
here as a medium. I represent or I bring forth something that
has been made by a group. I am just representing a much
larger group of people working together, so I will not appro-
priate, never the film, as only my own. If I say ‘T and ‘my |

it is just a slip of tongue. I am sorry for that.
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Therefore, the joy of being part of a group and then being
here with you that I would have never met without that
medium, to meet an audience from another culture in such a
special space, bring all this to life, to share with other filmmak-
ers the same intentions, the same topics we worked, in these
two days we worked with films that have to do with minori-

ties, stigma, creativity, self-expression, resilience.
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To end, I would say that because I am doing this within the
field of anthropology, namely, creating films that can be read
by different audience, can be interpreted by different audience
in different arenas, I know that when we write academic texts,
we can reach certain arenas, but with films we can enlarge the
audiences that we want to reach. Maybe the most important
thing for me is that we can restitute, give back something to
the communities that have been part of the research because
in most cases they would never read our academic texts (which
we produce nevertheless), but we can give back films that they

can use for themselves.
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Ragazzi : Through filmmaking we can more easily approach
some of the themes that were important for this community,
for these subjects that have been together with us making the
films. Through film we can render space and time in a very
peculiar way, as you know. The cinematic language allows
creation a sense of space and time that has become invisible

through editing. If it is too difficult, maybe I can repeat.
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The body language of musicians is very important. The
music that we can listen to, the music that we see their body
expressing their own chanting, their own songs, that we can
enter in the flow of this nomadic life that the Sami have since
always through filmmaking was possible. To render it in
another form would have been more difficult. Even through
photography, I think, I would have never managed. Film was
the medium that for them and for me was suitable for this

project of empowerment.
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When we see the indigenous knowledge of craftsmanship,
for instance they work the leather and they sew and they roll
their threads from the sinews of the animals on their cheeks.
And why they do they do this? They tell stories of stigma,
hard memories, beautiful memories, new ideas for new songs;
all this happens in front of the camera. It is somehow the
result of the performance of the camera and the encounter, so
it is a relational medium. It is a relation that is established
through filmmaking. This would have not happened in anoth-

er medium, so this moment of creation is a shared moment.
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Capturing these emotions in the stories of the people, indig-
enous people of Norway, the film becomes something that
they can use for themselves but also that is circulated all over
in the world, in other indigenous communities especially,
because the process of identification from other subjects that
have lived similar experiences of stigma were so strong that
many indigenous people used the film as a mirror, a manifesto,
a way of realizing the commonness of these experiences.
Therefore, the film started to travel in the world. That is

something that the text could never achieve in the same way.
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Ragazzi : Thank you, absolutely. There is a lot in Sami, both
in our artistic media, film production, as well as academic knowl-
edge, and all kinds of professions in society, although this is rela-
tively new. It started in the 70s, but today we have at least two
generations of Sami subjects that are defining themselves Sami,
because many Sami, they do not define themselves Sami. This
we have to know, so when we say 40,000 in the census of
Norway, 40,000 defining themselves Sami, part of the having
declared themselves Sami to the Sami Parliament Census, it does

not mean that this number is the total number of Sami.
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The Sami were among those together with First Nation Cana-
dians and Maori, so First Nation in Canada, Maori, and Sami
have been very, very active since the beginning of the establish-
ment of the forum for indigenous people. In’ 73 they were
present and actually strong initiators of the Arctic Peoples’ Con-
ference in Copenhagen. In’ 75 they were also very active in the
World Council of Indigenous People in Port Alberni in Canada,
which was, in a way, the basis for the creation of the UN Forum

in New York.
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My university, the University of Toronto, was very important
and pivotal also in the creation of Sami studies. It was a depart-
ment where the Sami language, anthropology of Sami social
sciences at large, studies of law (so customary law and, of course,
the constitutional law) were created for Sami subjects. The
university played a very strong role in creating awareness about,
of course, land rights, political struggles, ethnopolitics of the
Sami people in Norway. It was established in 1975-1976, the

Sami studies.
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A very important case happened between” 79 and’ 81 with

the famous Alta case where the government of Norway wanted
to build a dam that would destroy the ecological system of the

region of Kautokeino and Maze.
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The construction of dams is a recurrent political infringement
in many, many cases in the world. It has given often rise to
ethnopolitical claims because, as we know, dams impact very
much on pastoralism and fishery, which are the primal resources
of many indigenous people. They impact the life of mountain-
eering and many activities that indigenous people have all over in
the world. Therefore, dams are always a very pivotal infringe-
ment of such rights when the state decides to build such dams
without consulting with the indigenous people that live there

since time immemorial or hundreds and hundreds of years.
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Therefore, the Alta case created such ethnopolitical awareness
and also created, for the first time, a wave of activism from the
Norwegian side, so leftists of the Norwegian side, non-Sami
joined the Sami struggle, which consisted in a hunger strike,
occupation of the site of the dam for two years with tents and
blockage and all the techniques that we know, the global tech-
niques of civil rights. It lasted for two years, and this collabora-
tion between Sami and non-Sami created new ways of informing
the media, broke the silence of the media, created indigenous
media attention. It was also seen all over in the world among
indigenous communities as a very important moment of posi-
tioning an indigenous people against the state, a strong state.
Therefore, it became somehow the basis for the Sami to be com-
pensated and create their own parliament, which is a consultative
body, but which is obliged to consult on any issue concerning
the Sami in Norway. Nothing can be decided at the level of the
government without consulting the Sami Parliament, which was

established in 1989.
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Ole Henrik Magga became the first president of the Sami Par-
liament, and he was also in 2002 the first president of the Perma-
nent Forum for Indigenous People in New York of the UN,
2002, so this also showed the prominence of the Sami in this
ethnopolitic global level.

The first director that made a fiction film that is very import-
ant for the Sami is Nils Gaup. He got also Oscar for the For-
eign Film in 1993, if I remember — I am sorry, I have a doubt —
in those years, which is called Pathfinder (Veiviseren) and is a
very beautiful fiction film about the pastoralism and reindeer
herding of the Sami. From then, many documentarists, film-
makers, journalists, artists have been creating. They are very
well known. They have bodies of good financing Sami art and
Sami filmmaking, and musical festivals are blossoming. There-
fore, there is an enormous cultural revitalization that is going on
since these 30 to 40 years. Mari Boine is the most important
maybe musician that is known abroad, the first Sami musician

that became quite famous in the 80s.
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T will just finish. Many Master’ s and PhDs are now written

in Sami, so many candidates have the right to finish their higher
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level of education in their own language. Let us say the protec-
tion and the enhancement of the study of the language is still
going on because as soon as they stop feeding into this, it will
decrease. To keep up the language is a very big work that needs

constant gardening. Here I stop.
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